s * — 
1 


s * — 
1 


— — 


—— — —ů—ů a —— I. ER 
* 


/ 
— — — 


PSAS a. on VP, 


* 


OS LI wet ET TION 2 


2 e Fe 2 . 


. . o 3 9 2 — 2 + Jac 
my 2 n 3 5 * r 2 22 A ES FF wh" 
1 * £58 3 Ma 4 — ; + oo * 4 — 
— EINER A". I Tins by Pare Se Be 


* 


r 8 * P es, Tus Pre. ge; ew 


ä 


THE 


' OPPOSI 


| A 
4 


4 


* 

- * 
ah 4 6 

_ — 


— —ö 9 | T a 
Heu Patria ben Plebes Scelerata, & prava 

favoris! SIT. ITALICUS# 
Audi alteram Partem. | 


TY — 


1 


1 


* 


Printed for T. COOPER, at che Globe in 
Paterenofter-Row, 1742. 


Price Six pence. ] 


TION. 


. ; ; | 4 g 


L d ms 


4 s * 
* . 
Wat * 4 6 » 4 
CoA 
* * * * * 
1 1 ? * 94 | 1 
aan y f mu} Me \ 
F i s 1 * Nr 
; N. 
1 0 * BE! 
4# £ _ " * 4 
f — * 
+ 3 — s # Ly 
— 1 8 K 
1 4 ” C « » \ 17 # 
"hf * > #s 
er 
* 4 « 
I ” «= * * cf wk 
- 
Fl. » — 
LY 
; — 
. — 3 * 
* * o 
# — 1 
. i N 
? 5 £ 
2 wn 1 
S [7 Ocean, — = . 
i * 1 8 
— 2 ; 1 + | 
"i * | * 
# Y E. 
3 r. 
2 ” 4 2 
* 4 
2 
1 ; 
a RS 
* 
* 
, a4 
* 
a Cas ** . 
- Ins SS % s 
oe IL l 22 2 
een . * * * . x. * . 1 
"VION 
* 2 OS 8 4 — ** — * 1 
8 — ͤ ͤ 


ay 4 


o 
« 
- 
* 
- 
1 
= 
* 
—— 
CY 
* 
— 
* 
* 
o_—_ 
— 
* 
- 
* 
* 
- 
% 
& 
. 


OPPOSITION: 


AVISIO N. 


A 9 Hatever makes a ſtrong Im- 


F on our waking 
Minds, either from it's 
e E Novelty, or any other 


Cauſe, is 3 the Subject of our 


| 
w I 


Dreams. The Object being once laid 


up in our Memory, Fancy culls it 
out at her Pleaſure, and uſes it at her 
Diſcretion ; raiſing or lowering, ad- 


ding or diminiſhing, ot confounding 


| 


other Ideas with it, till it at laſt often 


A bear 


—— 


TE ET Forge» 
bears very little Reſemblance to that, 
whence it was originally derived. In 
this Confuſion however, a ſkillful Ob- 
ſerver may always diſcover ſomething 
of Method, ſome Concatenation in the 
Objects; and the Irregularity in Dreams, 
as well as in the waking Thoughts 
of Madmen, is probably owing to no- 
thing more than the quick Succeſſion 
of Ideas, which it is the Province 
of Judgment to prevent. I 
The following Dream, or Viſion, 

ſeems to exemplity theſe Obſerva- 
tions; for the Reader, notwithſtand- 
ing the Confuſion I have noted, 
may eaſily trace the Chain of Ideas 
from their firſt Link, vis. from a 
Player to a Company of Players; from 
a Company of Players to the comical 
Romance of Scarron; and from thence 


to any Subject extremely f farcical and 
| ridiculous, 5 


2517708 


* 


| SE 
The Accident Which, as I appre- 
hend, gave the firſt Riſe to my Viſion 
was this: I lately opened a large 
Quarto Book, intituled, An Apology 


for the Life of Mr Colley Cibber, Come- 


dian; where I had not read many 
Lines, before the following remarkable 


Expreſſion occurred, Here I met the 


RRVOLUT oN. As my Curioſity ſel- 
dom ſuffers me to quit any Paſſage in 
an Author, before I have comprehend- 
ed, at leaſt gueſſed, at it's Senſe, I 
found myſelf extremely puzzled on 
this Occaſion; and after having con- 
fidered and turned it every Way in 
my Thoughts, I was at laſt obliged 
to lay down the Book in Deſpair of 


ever finding out what the Author 


meant by that extraordinary Sentence. 
As ſoon as I retired to my Chamber, 
I renewed my Enquiry, but with no 
greater Satisfaction: Sleep at length 
overtook me in this Meditation, and 

> 1 A 2 Fancy 


[ 4 1 
Fancy repreſented the following Viſion 


before my Eyes. | 
Methought I was walkin g in the 


High-way, not far from London, where 


T met the Opposiriox, a Phraſe which 


may at firſt puzzle the Reader no leſs 


than that in the renowned Book above- 
mentioned did me. It was a Waggon 

extremely heavy laden, and (which 
ſurprized me greatly) was drawn by 
Aſſes inſtead of Horſes ; the Aſſes were 
of different Colours and Sizes, and fo 


extremely ill matched, that the whole 


made the moſt ridloulons Appearance 


imaginable, to which the /hagged Coats 
of many did not a little contribute. 
An immenſe Number of Perſons on 
Foot, who all ſeemed of the Mobile 
Order, attended it with frequent Huz- 
zas. I ſuddenly ſtopt at this ſtrange 
Sight, expecting it to approach me; 


but finding, at laſt, that, inſtead of 


moving forwards, it food quite frill, I 
walked up to the Aſſes, when one of 
the 


. [5] | 

the Drivers (for there were ſeveral) aſæ- 

| ed Me, which was his Way? "Whither, 

ö Sir, cry'd I?+to which he returned no 

p Anſwer: But a Paſſenger from the 

N Waggon, ſeeing me look ſurprized, 

; told me plainly, he believed the Driver 

 fearee knew himſelf whither he was go 

ing. For his Part, he honeſtly confeſt 

, he did not; he added, the Waggon 

| had Rood ſtill fo long that he was ex- 
tremely cold, and begun to deſpair of 0 

ever ſeeing it nove again. I now ſur- 

| veyed this ſtrange Vehicle all round ; 
it's Lading ſeemed to be chiefly a vaſt 
Trunk, on which was inſcribed the 
Word Gurnvancrs, and a huge Box 
with Punic SpixIr written in large 
golden Characters on it's Ouiſide; theſe 
were ſo placed, that they ſeemed con- 
trived to catch the Eye of every Be- 
holder ; there was another large Trunk 
tied behind, which had nothing writ- 
ten on it, but contained, as I was 
whiſpered, Motions for the Year 194 1-2, 


; on 


paſs fuch abominable bad Ways; 


[ 6 ] 


on which rode-anil-lock'd- Fellow; 
carrying a large Flag; the Waggon 


was, beſides, full of a great Number 
of Paſſengers, who ſat Back to Back, 
and (which was very remarkable) ſcarce 
two of them looked the fame Way. I 
obſerved moreover, many of them di- 
ſtinguiſhed by white Roſes in their Hats, 
others by red, and no ſmall Number 


of a ſour Complection, without any 


Roſe at all. Whilſt I was thus enter- 


_ tained, ſeveral from behind called a- 


loud to the Head-Carter to go on, and 


others in the fore part of the Waggon 


gave, at the ſame Time, different Di- 
rections, ſome bidding him drive 20 the 
Right, ſome to the Left, and ſome 
calling to him to move 'direFly for- 
wards, without regarding he Dirrineſs 
of the Way. He anſwered, he only 
waited for a freſb Supply of Ales, and 
then intended to drive through thick 
and thin; for he was obliged to 


that 


1 

that it would require immenſe Strength 
to drag them through. He had no 
ſooner uttered theſe Words, than the 
honeſt Gentleman, whom I have be- 
fore mentioned, and who rode one of 
the foremoſt in the Waggon, leapt 
down, crying out, If ſuch are your 
© Intentions, I _ go no farther with 

you; I think we have travelled thro' 
© Dirt enough already; I was ſo be- 
ſpattered with the laf Motion the 
Waggon made, that I almoſt deſpair- 
ed of ever making myſelf appear 
© clean again. He had no ſooner 
quitted his Poſt, than there was a great 
Confuſion in the Cart Cart, all contending 
who ſhould. come forward. upon this 
. Vacancy ; elbowing and puſhing one 
another with great Eagerneſs, many of 
them ſwearing they would not go a Step 
farther, if this or — Perſon rode be- 
fore them. One cried, it was very hard, 


that he who had Sn ae. a Place when oh | 
WW en frft ſet out, ſhould. fit behind 


4 that 


a 


A 


A 


[8] 
that Gentleman who came in only at 
Turn-em Green. Another ſaid, If 
he had not been aſſured of a better 
Place, he would never have come into 
the Cart; for it was wiſer to ride be- 
hind a Coach, for which he had 
Wages, than to pay for a Seat in the 
Tail of a Waggon.“ Some in the 
Middle of the Vehicle were defirous 
to help drive, and ſome for changing 


A 


4 209 BH 


the chief Driver, alledging he was 100 
fond of whipping, that the Aſſes would 


draw better with good Words. Nay, 


one Paſſenger cried out, that the Driver 
was a Stranger 70 the Engliſh Roads. 
And though there were numberleſs 
Drivers to the Waggon, there was 


ſcarce one who did not profeſs himſelf 
as well qualified to drive as the beft. 


A Fellow who rode in the very Tail, 


got up and made a Speech, he faid, 

© He wondered they did not go on, 

© when they had nothing but a green 

* Sward to * over; that if the Aſſes 
| 0 would 


r TT” I” Ro — 
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[9] 


would not draw in ſuch pleaſant IT 
Roads, they were no longer wor- 


thy of the Name of Briziſh Aſes; 


that he was ſurprized to hear Gen- 
tlemen mention Dirt with ſuch 
Abhorrence, for his Part he loved 
the very Dirt of his Country ; let 
us fix our Eyes (faid he) on the 
Summit of the Hill we aim at, 


and we ſhall no longer regard 


whether the Ways are good or bad | 


which lead to it. I ſhould be a- 
ſtoniſhed that the Waggon doth 
not -move, did I not perceive that 
the Aſſes do not draw together ; 


for while ſome of them ſtretch 


their Traces, others prick up their 


© Ears, ſtand ſtill, and bray only. I 
could wiſh our Aſſes were all of 


the ſame Size; but tis plain ſome 


of them are of the Higher ſome of 


the lower Kind, and with Pain I 
obſerve theſe will never pull the 
ſame Way.“ He was proceeding, 
ir B when 
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when a Gentleman of a meagre Aſ- 
pect cry'd out, he was periſhing with 
Hunger, upon which one of his 
Companions chid him for his Impa- 
tience, and ſet forth, in a florid 
Stile, the Dainties they ſhould find 
on the Summit of that Hill whither 
they were travelling; but, cries 
the Gentleman, I wiſh I had a Mor- 
ſel of Bread and Cheeſe in the mean 
Time, for we move fo fowly, that we 
may be all ſlarved before we get half 
ay; another told him, he might 
have that from a neighbouring Ale- 
| houſe; but he anſwered, he had 10 
Money left; that his Fricnla had pro- 
miſed him when he ſet out, that 
0 they would have been at their Jour- 
ney s End long before this; conclud- 
ing, that if the Waggon did not go 
on ſhortly he would urn about, and 
make the Beſt of his Way home a- 
gain; upon which the other replied, 
he hoped he would not leave his 


Friends 


| L 11 ] 
Friends in ſuch a Situation; Damn 
me, cries he, if I will ſuffer myſelf 
to be ſtarved for the Sake of any ob- 
ſtinate Fellow whatever ; but I hope, 
replied the other, - (ſhaking him by 
the Hand, and whiſpering) you'll take 
me along with you; upon which they 
both jump'd down, and inſtantly diſ- 
appeared. They were no ſooner gone, 
than all the Paſſengers who fat in the 
hinder Part, and ſaw their Seceſſion, 
began to fm eeze to the Tail of the 
Waggon, as the others had done to- 
wards it's Head; and many were ac+ 
zually out, when one of the Paſſen- 
gers, who fat almoſt at the u pper 
End, called aloud to them to ſtop, 
and not. deſert their Friends, who 
were now juſt at their Journey's End; 
a very few Pulls more, ſays - will 
carry us to the Top of the Hill. He 
then called to the Driver z9 go on; 
and now began ſuch a terrible Out- 
cry, the Drivers encouraging their 

| B 2 Beaſts 


L 1 


Beaſts, the Mob hollowing, and the 
Aſſes braying all together, that it is 


difficult to conceive an adequate Idea 


of the Diſcord and Confuſion which 
enſued, but all to no Purpoſe, the 
Waggon was uch, nor could the 


long-ear'd Beaſts ' move it an Inch. 


One of the Paſſengers, who ſeemed 
to have an honeſter Countenance 
than moſt of the reſt, and who de- 
clared he travelled only 20 bear his 
Friends Company, but knew not hi- 
ther he was going, told the Drivers 
they whipped the poor Creatures in 
vain 3 for they could never ſtir the 


Waggon whilſt that vaſt heavy 


Trunk of Grievances was in it; 


that if they would conſent to leave 
that behind, he imagined the Wag- 


gon might move on eaſily enough. 


This was preſently oppoſed by ſeve- 


ral, who ſaid it contained all the 


Proviſion for themſelves, and their 


Aſſes too; and not only ſo, but it 
afforded 


1 

afforded Sears to moſt of the Pas- 
ſengers in the Waggon, and it was 
this which occaſioned all the Huzzas 
which the Mob gave them as they 
paſſed, or rather whilſt they ſtood 
ſtill. The Gentleman however per- 
ſiſted in his Opinion, which was ſe- 
conded by another, who ſtood up 
and faid, as to Proviſion, when they 
were once arrived at the Top of 
the Hill, they ſhould eaſily procure 
enough for themſelves, and as for 
their Aſſes, they had no Intention to 
fatten them, but when they had done 
their Buſineſs would turn them out to 
graze on Thiſtles, a Food very pro- 
per and wholeſome for Aſſes, and 
of which they would have no Rea- 
ſon to fear their finding a ſufficient 
Quantity; that he did not apprehend 
the Trunk of ſuch Conſequence. . 
As to the Mob, if they were told 
the Trunk was in the Waggon, 0 
would holloo as much as if they 


really 


[ 14 ] 
really ſaw it; for obſerve, ſays he, 
pointing to one without Shoes or 
Stockings, with what a noble Voice 
that Fellow bellows tor Property; 
and that other there who trumpets 
forth. Liberty, would you think, 
Sir, he was but yeſterday diſcharged 


out of Bridewell, and ten to one but 


to-morrow he will be committed to 
Newgate ; for can you imagine if 
the Trunk of Grievances was ever fo 
full, theſe honeſt Gentlemen could 
have any Concern in it. A warm 
Debate now aroſe, till a fly Fellow 
who fat at the Head of the Waggon, 
who as my Friend told me ſoftly, 


intended to drive the Lord knows 


who were hotteſt in the Intereſt of 


the Trunk, pulled out a Key, and 


opened it ſo wide, that methought 
I could ſee it's Inſide, which, to 
my great Surprize, contained little 


more than a few News-Papers, on 


One 


18 4. 
one of which I read the: Word 
Champion, and on another was the 
Word onſenſe, the Letter M being, 
I ſuppoſe, folded down ; there were 
indeed one or two little Parcels at 
the Bottom, which ſeemed to have 
ſomething in them ; they appeared 
however faſtened to the Trunk, and 
my Friend told me, were not intended 
to be removed by any there, when they 
came totheir Journey's End. Iobſerved 
they were directed to the ſame Per- 
ſon, at his Houſe in Douming-Street; 
but my Friend aſſured me they did 
not honeſtly belong to him. The 
Gentleman who had opened the 
Trunk, now addreſs d thoſe to whom 
he had diſcovered the Secret, in che | 
following Manner. 
ou fee how little the Weight 
of this retards the Waggon; if you 
would know what hath over-laden 
us, you | muſt examine that im- 


menſe Box on the oppoſite Side, 
© which 


. 


— — — ——— . ͤ —ää 


c 


i 
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which you ſee inſcribed with the 
Words Poti Seize,” Another 


anſwered, I ſhould have objected 


c 
0 
5 


& 


| g 


to that long ago, had I not ima- 
gined our Public Spirit Box to 


have- been as empty as this of 


Grievances now appears. to be: 


Sir, - (replied the fly Fellow with a 


Sneer) you are greatly miſtaken, 


for in that Box every Paſſenger 


carries his own private Goods; it is 
inconceiyable how full tis cramm'd 
with Ambition, Malice, Envy, A. 
varice, Diſaſfection, Diſappointment, 
Pride, Revenge, and many other 
heavy Commodities. I wonder 
indeed, (cried another) where they 
had picked up ſo much Public 
Spirit; for if any of the Gentle- 
men in the Waggon are poſſeſs d 
of ſuch a Commodity, they have 
taken very great Care to hide it. 
Poor Aſſes! little do they think 


what curſed heavy Stuff they are 


© endea- 


ry C: 171 
© endeavouring to draw. What is. 
it to the Aſſes (anſwered the fly 
Fellow) whether they draw Silver 
© or Lead, provided they are fed as. 
* Afles ought to be?” but, replied 
the other, they appear to me to be 
© the worſt fed Aſſes I ever beheld; 
© Why there's that long-fided Aſs 
© they call Vinegar, which the Dri- 
vers call upon ſo often to gee 1h, 
© and pull luſtily, I never for an 
As eve a worſe Mane, or a more 
© ſhagged Coat; and that grave Aſs 
© yoked to N which they name 
© Ralph, who pulls and brays like 
© the Devil, Sir, he does not ſeem 
to have eat ſince the hard Froft: 
surely, conſidering the wretched 
Work they are employed in, they 
deſerve better Meat. A ſecond 
general Cry of drive on aroſe, and 
the poor Beaſts ftrained with their 
utmoſt Might, but in vain,” though 
the Drivers them/etves put their Shoul- 
C ders 


Paces, when, on a ſudden, the 


[x8 

ders to the 1, heels, the Waggon could 
not be ſtirred ; upon which one of 
the Paſſengers ſwearing By G you 
are ftuck for ſeven Years longer, — 
out, and made haſte over to the other 
Side of the Way. Now nothing but 
Deſpair appeared in every one's 
Looks, when, lo! a ſudden Supply of 
Aſſes appeared at the ſame Time, 
one Herd of which, I was informed, 
were of the Corniſh Breed, the other, 
by the particular Tone of their Bray, 


I foon diſcovered to come from far 


North. Some of theſe being har- 


neſſed in, for ſeveral made their E- 


ſcape whilſt they were putting on 
their Collars, the Waggon, with 
much Difficulty, began to move hea- 
vily through the Dirt; and now the 
1 ſhouted, the Perſons in the 
Waggon hallo d, the Mob huzza'd, 
and the Aſſes bray d. 1 followed 
this wonderful Proceſſion a very few 


Drivers 


19 | 
Drivers offered to zurn aſide out of 
the great Country Road; upon this 
much Ne enſued, all thoſe in 
the Middle and Tail of the Cart 
crying aloud, Where the Devil are 
ye going? to which they anſwered 
with Deriſion, To Sz James's, as faſt 
as poſſible : They then begged to get 


out, and complained of being abuſed - 


and deceived ; but the others ſwore. 


they were in the Waggon, and there 


they ſhould ſtay, bidding any offer 
to deſcend at their Peril; at the ſame 
Time ſeveral of the Aſſes began to 
flinch, but were well whipt, and o- 
bliged to draw on; and now the 
Waggon proceeded ſo faſt, that I 
could no longer keep pace with it, 
and was left, with great Numbers of 
it's Followers, in the Rear. I ob- 
ſerv'd the Huzza's all ceaſed, and 
heard great Mutterings amongſt the 
Croud, when ſuddenly the 'Career 
Riopped, occaſioned, as I found on 


C2 coming 


[22] 


coming up, by a Coach and ſix, 


which ſtood diretiiy in its May; 


nor was the Road 10 enough to 
ſuffer our Waggon to paſs by, The 
Drivers of the latter entered into Par- 
ley with a fat Gentleman who rode 
in the former, and appeared to have 
one of the pleaſanteſt beſt- natured 
Countenances I had ever beheld. 
They deſired him to alight, and 
uietly fuffer his Coach to be drawn 
backwards out of their Way, or elſe 
ſwore they would drive over him, 
and pull him and his Equipage to 
pieces, The Gentleman ſmiled at 
theſe Threatnings, upon which the 
Drivers lifted up their Whips at 
the Aſſes, when one of them, me- 


thought, (ſuch is the Extravagance 


of Dreams) raiſed himſelf on his 
hinder Legs, and ſpake as follows. 
O thou perfidious Driver ! doſt 
© not thou profeſs thyſelf a Driver 
of the COUNTRY WaGcon? 

Are 


L211 

Are not thoſe Words written in 
© Jarge Characters upon it? Have noet 
thy Paſſengers talen their Places 

for tbe Cuuntr ys What will their 
Friends who ſent them, and S? 
the Expence of their Journey, ſay, 
vhen they hear they are come up 
© on their own Account, and neglect 
the Buſineſs of thoſe who ent 
them? Will it be a ſufficient Ex- 
© cuſe that thou haſt iſed them? 
© And haft thou no more Humani- 
© ty, than to endeavour to trample 
© on an honeſt Gentleman, only be- 
© cauſe his Coach ſtands in your 
« Way? As to Aſſes, it's of little 
© Conſequence where they are dri- | 
« 
c 


ven, provided they are not uſed 7 
© to ſuch Purpoſes, as the Honeſt 
© of even an Aſs would ſtart at. 

He then ceaſed; and now ſeveral 
in the fore Part, who had, it ſeems, 
been all the while in the Secret, 
ſmiling on the Drivers, bid them go 


On 


* 


Fs 
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on whither they were going; but re- 


member, cried at leaſt a Dozen, to 


ſet me down at the ADMIRALTY ; me 


at the TzxzasUry, cried as many 
more; and ye at the EXCHEQUER, 


cried more ſtill; ſeveral others 


were for other Places. When the 
Gentleman in the Coach aſked the 
Drivers with a Smile, If they 
« really thought: ſuch miſerable half 
ſtarved Wretches, as their Aſſes 
were, could ſtand againſt his 
high' ſpirited Horſes ? And whe- 
ther they imagined he was to be 
frightened by their 5ray:ng?” Then 
the Drivers put a Queſtion to their 
Company, whether they would not 


A 


La, 


A 


go in @ Body and drag the Gentle- 
man out of the Coach; but being 


aſked by ſome of them what he 
had done? They anſwered, damn 
him, he ſtood in their Way, and that 
was enough; but this ſo little ſatis- 
fied the „ that the Que- 


ſtion 


11 


ſtion was not only carried in the | 


Wegative, but many of them leaped 
out of the Waggon, and ſwore they 


would travel no longer in ſuch Com- 
pany. A great Confuſion now 


aroſe, and the Gentleman in the 


Coach at laſt told them, if he 


had no more Compaſſion for the 


Aſſes than their Drivers, he could 


eaſily have trampled them under 
his Feet, but he would ſhew them 
more Mercy, than he expected to 
have found, if their Maſters had 
any Power to hurt him; he then, 
with a Countenance full of Benigni- 
ty, ordered his Servants to unharneſs 
the poor Beaſts, and turn them into 


a delicious Meadow, where they all 
inſtantly fell to grazing, . with a 


Greadineſs common to Beaſts after 


a long Abſtinence ; the Paſſengers 
having taken this Opportunity to 


quit the Waggon, it was eaſily drawn 
back, and the Gentleman now pro- 


ceeded . 
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ceeded on without any Obſtruftion, 


when, to my great Surprize, ſeveral 


of thoſe who had been concerned in 
driving the Waggon, whipt. up be- 
hind the Coach, where I was inform- 
ed they had formerly rode many 
Years, but had been turned away 
for demanding more Wages than their 
Services were worth. And now the 
Coach having gained that Place 
whence the Waggon had deviated, 
ſtruck directly into that very Road 


v hither the other had pretended it 
was going, at which the Mob ſet up 


a univerſal Shout, and ſwore they 


would burn the Waggon and it's 


Furniture, for having fo long - 


 flrufted the Gentleman in his Jour- 


ney. But before they had lighted 
their Fire, ſeveral 3c: the loweſt 


Rabble plundered the Box of publick 
Spirit, and having divided the Spoil, 
particularly the Ambition, amongſt 
themſelves, ran haftily away to nabe 

| a Fi- 
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a Figure at the Weſtminſter Election. 
Their Noiſe on this Occaſion, toge- 
ther with the horrid Stench ariſing 
from the Waggon, which now be- 
gan to blaze and to fink, had ſuch 
an Effect on me that they awakened 
me, and put an End to my Dream. 
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